
 

IT’S TIME TO STAND UP FOR YOUR RIGHTS! 

 

JOIN THE 

 

UNION OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROVIDERS 
- A legal advocacy group dedicated exclusively to protecting your rights! 

  

 

As many of you know, the DEA seems determined to continue expanding its “War Against 

California’s Medical Marijuana Law.”  The DEA’s newest tactic is designed to make it virtually 

impossible for Co-Ops, Collectives and Caregivers to continue renting commercial property.  

They are doing this by sending letters, perhaps as many as 200-300, to commercial property 

owners who have leased to Co-Ops, Collectives or Caregivers.   

 

Each of these letters contains the same threat.  It informs the landlord that the DEA has 

“thoroughly investigated” the tenant and has determined he/she is running a “marijuana 

dispensary.”  The letter goes on to notify the landlords that they could go to jail for twenty years 

and lose the property solely for leasing to a dispensary.  In essence, the DEA is attempting to 

coerce these commercial property owners into being reluctant DEA surrogates. 

 

Up until now, all of California’s Co-Ops, Collectives and Caregivers have been left to figure out 

how to deal individually with the ramifications of these letters as well as the DEA’s “War” in 

general.  As a result, the well-funded and organized DEA appears to have created a hopeless 

situation for us.  In fact many have reported receiving legal advice that paints a grim picture at 

best, and at worse, makes it appear as though the DEA is so powerful there is nothing to do 

except hide and go underground.  We are here to tell you there is another way to approach the 

circumstances.  We can fight back and proactively assert our rights.  But we have to be organized, 

smart and willing to Stand Up For Our Rights! 

 

After all, we have the voters, the legislators and courts all agreeing that medical marijuana is 

legal in California.  Our laws have not been preempted by federal law, and we have good legal 

reason to believe the Courts will continue to rule this way. 

 

The Arts District Healing Center has fought back in court and has so far won.  Even though the 

DEA raided them just before their trial, because they aggressively asserted their rights in court, 

the raid has made the Arts District perhaps the most legally protected Co-Op, Collective or 

Caregiver in California.  In fact, they reopened the next day and continue to provide their 

members medicine today. 

 



As part of our commitment to stand up for our rights, we have developed and continue to 

develop legal strategies that are designed to fight back in the courts of law and public opinion.  

Our political and legal fight is your fight as well.  The more we come together and assert our 

legal rights, the stronger and more successful we will be.  That is why we have decided to form 

the Union of Medical Marijuana Providers (“the Union” or “UMMP”).  

 

The Union of Medical Marijuana Providers is designed to be the legal advocacy group dedicated 

to representing the interests of its members, and to ensure that medically qualified patients are 

able to obtain their medicine.  We firmly believe that the more rights we assert, the more legal 

protection and rights we will obtain. 

 

The Union has and continues to assemble a legal team comprised of some of the state’s most 

respected litigators, who have decades of experience and proven track records in civil and 

criminal cases in both state and federal courts.  They are smart, aggressive, and think outside the 

box.  Most importantly, they are dedicated to seeing the Union grow stronger while protecting its 

members and the patients they serve.   

 

The UMMP has already filed our first series of lawsuits in both state and federal court that 

challenge the DEA’s letter campaign on several fronts.  We are asking the Courts to ensure that 

the DEA does not exceed its authority or use it in a manner that violates our Constitutional 

Rights. Within days of filing our lawsuits the Congressional Committee that has oversight 

authority over the DEA has announced its intention to investigate the DEA’s letter campaign.  

Clearly, this is as good a start as can be expected.  But as you know, the fight will be long, hard 

and costly.  We cannot reasonably expect to prevail in the legal battles without adequate 

resources and an iron will to win. 

 

The Union needs your help to do this.  Joining us will make our cause stronger – politically, 

legally and financially.  By joining the Union your membership will immediately benefit you as 

well as the medical marijuana community in general.  As a member of the Union you will be 

entitled to receive cutting edge legal advice and representation on issues that may arise as a result 

of the DEA’s letter or any other actions it may take in its “War Against Medical Marijuana” at a 

below market rate.  Moreover, as a member of the Union you will be provided with materials 

that you can post in your location that identifies your organization as a member of UMMP.  Once 

you are publicly identified as a member everyone will know that the UMMP stands behind you 

ready to aggressively protect your rights and those of your members. These are just a few of the 

most obvious benefits that you can expect.  More will be forthcoming as our litigation proceeds 

and expands and our membership grows. 

 

We can shift the paradigm of the DEA’s “War” by working together and remaining strong.  You 

can make a difference.  Please make the effort to come to one of our meetings or call us now. 

 

 

James Shaw 

Executive Director 

 

Union of Medical Marijuana Providers  

213-626-2730 

www.UnionMMP.org 


